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	Contest seeks next story for dog duo
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BY SACHI FUJIMORI

NorthJersey.com

STAFF WRITER

When children's book author Jane Lovascio visited area elementary schools to talk about her debut book, "Casey and Bella Go to New York City," she quickly learned what grabs kids' attention.

The moment she showed photographs of her pets — Casey, a Jack Russell terrier, and Bella, a Teacup Yorkie, whom the books are based on — the students were hooked.

"Once they realize they're real dogs, the students get so excited and want to meet them," said Lovascio, 29, whose second book, "Casey and Bella Go to Hollywood," will be released this month.

Channeling the students' enthusiasm, Lovascio, of West New York, has launched the Casey and Bella Story Contest, which invites third- and fourth-graders to dream up the canine duo's next adventure, which will be written by Lovascio and illustrated by Aija Jasuna of Latvia.

The winning entry will not only become a book, but the winner also will receive $500.

The books are inspired by Lovascio's observations about her dogs' personalities. Casey, the Jack Russell, is protective of her little sister, Bella, standing in front of her to guard her when they sniff other dogs. Bella, who often wears a magenta bow, is "spoiled and sassy," Lovascio said. "Casey is the one who says, 'We got rules; you can't do that.' "

In her stories, the author hopes to impart simple but valuable life lessons she first learned at home. "My mom was always teaching me to be kind, and when I needed advice, she always gave me the best perspective," she said.

In the New York City book, the dog duo meets colorful characters on the city streets and learns to treat others the way they'd like to be treated. In the Hollywood book, the dogs get caught up with a greedy Hollywood agent skunk, his fur streaked in rainbow colors. By the end of the adventure the skunk's fur turns back to black and white, and readers learn that "fame and fortune is not what lasts; it's being kind to people," Lovascio said.

What will the next adventure be?

Lovascio has already received about 100 contest entries, including one where an alligator named Allie helps an elephant who suffers anaphylactic shock. Another features a pigeon with an injured wing who teaches children about accepting people with disabilities.

Lovascio donates $2 from each book sold on the Web site to charity. The New York City book's proceeds benefit Loving Paws Assistance Dogs, which matches specially trained dogs with disabled children. The Hollywood book's proceeds benefit the Jubilee Center in Hoboken, an after-school center for children living in public housing. The third book will benefit autism research.

E-mail: fujimori@northjersey.com
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